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HON. K. 8. BINGHAM,
OF MICHIGAN,
On Senator Davis' Resolutions.
Delivered in the U. 8. Senate, Friday,
May 25th, 1860,

——

Mgz Brvenax. The resolations nn-
der discussion were presented by the
honorable Sevnator from Mississippi,
(Mr. Davis,) one of the most distin-

ished and worthy leaders of the

emocratic party. It is understood
that they have been ted by a large
majority of Democratic Senators in
caucus ; and although they have not
been formally voted upon by the Sen-
ate, yet I think it fair to presume that
they express the opinions and embody
the creed,notonly of the majority of thia
honorable bordy but of the dominant par
ty in the Country. The honorpble Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. Chest-
nat,) in his discussion of them, rays
that they “are just, and therefore wise,
In regard to the subjeets of which they
treat, they announce the true doctrine
of the Constitution. Among other
things they denounce two eapital polit-
ienl heresies: that which clnims sover-
eign power for the Government—un-
limited power—orver this subject, and
that whieh claims sovereign power for
the inhabitants of a Territory.” The
fourth and fifih resolutivns are in the
following words:

“§, Resolved, That neither Congress
nor a Teritorial Legislature, whether
by direct legislation or legislation of an
indirect and unfriendly nature, possess
the power to annunal or impair the con-
stitntional right of any eitizen of the
United States to take his slave proper-
ty into the common Territories; but it
is the daty of the Federal Government
there to afford for that, as fur other
species of property, the needfal pro.
teetion; and if experience should at
any time prove that the jodiciary does

" vm&r.:? illage Lots, and ul: of real
e ol e
naurance
Jamea Sulliven, front reom, second foor, Jones’
Brick Block.

CLARKE & SPENCER,

Jawrs M. Spexcen

D. H. WAGNER,
ustice of the Peace and Collecting Agent, Dowag-
Jhlhﬁ.l}ﬁeumsm i .
JAMES SULLIVAN,
Attorney and Counsellor at Law, and Solicitor m

Chancery, Dowagine, Mich. Office on Fromt

" COOLIDGE & PLIMPTON,

ey sas % Pn?&.ugmm' sapalis, Cont
A Notary is, Cass
Co., Mich. ions made, and the o

MERCHANTS,
= UTRILL & STURGE,
Dealers in Dry Groeeries, Boots and Shoes,
Hats and C' Crockery, &c., &c.
Cravs Tornne, | Wu. R. Sruncts.

8. D. BARRETT,
Wautohmaker and Eagraver,

Da-‘z'-. Mich. Partioular attention paid to all
L‘ of Wll::h,w rnml .It:r‘olﬁr repairing,
Letter every
.::rrm:d. ¥

GEORGE S¥ITH,
Tailor, over Brownell's Stare
o Making done to order, and warrun-

mmam . Pe
-y - Stdhqwlq rind-hal::
,&e. Denmison Block, Dow:

G. U. JONES & CO,,

8
sad Caps. Froot
Mich.

“Director,

Uﬁ ION HOTEL.
I.J‘;s{-’iim

. PROPRIETOR,

4 s s s - MICHIGAN

not possess power to iusure adegnate
protection, it will then become the duty
of Congress to supply such deficiency.
“5. Resolved, That the inhabitant of
an organized Territory of the United
States, when they rightfully form a
constitution to be admitted as a Siate
into the Union, may then, for the first
time, like the people of a State, when
forming a new constitation, decide for
themselves whether slavery as ad wnes.
tic institution, =hall he maintained or
prohibited  within their jorisdiction ;
Congress shall admit them as a State,
they shall be received into the Union
with or without slavery, as their con-
stitution may prescribe at the time of
their admission.”
The party now known as the Demao-
eratic party has been a distinct organ-
ization more than sixty years, and is
almost coeval with the foundation of
the Government. Looking for its pa-
ternity to the author of the Declaration
of Independence, the immortal Jeffer-
son, the Democratic party has ever
claimed to be the advocate of the lare-

roceeds | €5t liberty ; of the greatest good to the

greatest number ; of equal rights and
privileges; of u striet construction of
the Constitution ; and in favor of State
rights, in opposition to the powers
claimed for the Federal Government
by the Federal party. The Demoerat-
io party has professed opposition to all
monopoliea—all exclnsive privileges ;
and two of its great leaders, Jeffurson
and Jackson, took open and strong
gronnd against the politieal decisions
of the Supreme Court, which were de-
signed to control the legislation of Con-
gress or to affect the judgment or con-

- | seience of its individual members ; but

never, previons to the year 1846, did
the Democratic party, or any of its
leadern, deny the power of Congress
to legislate exclusively for the Territo-
ries, and especially to prohibit the in-
troduction of slavery therein.
Immediately after the close of the
revolutionary war, Mr. Jefferson an-
nounced the great principles of civil
policy which were to lie atthe founda-
tion of the new States, to be formed
out of what was then the only Terri-
tory they possessed ; and in 1787, they
were formally adopted by Congress
in the promulgation of the ordinance
which prohibited the introduction of
slavery therein. Every new set-
tler, as he crossed the border of that
great Territory, to extablish for himself
and his children a home, had the sol-
emn assurance of the Government that
free labor was never to be degraded
by its contact with slavery npom that

" |soil, and that free men could ouly live
Vines, | there.

I shall andertake to show, Mr. Pres-

"lident that this benign policy, the salu-

tary effects of which will be acknowl-
edged as long as we respect the virtues
of our angestors, was the poliey of the
(_;oﬂtﬂlu:eul nnde; thc:_ I;ew Constﬁim-
tion, and especially of the rst
known as thmtvp{lblican, 2::? ysﬂer—
wards as the Democratic party; and
that the Republican party of to-day
only desires to carry ont the principles

;| which were adopted by Republican par-

ty of 1800, snd by the enforcement
of which the present flonrishing Stares
of Ohio, Indiana, 1linvis, Mich-
igan, Wisconsin, Towa, and Minneso-
ta have sprang up. One of the first
acts under the new Coustitntion, voted
for by many of the men who had come
fresh from the Convention which
framed that instrament, was approved,
on the 7th of August, 1789, by Gene-
ral Washington; and the presmble is

in these words,
order that the ordi-

1l “Wh in or
nance of the United States, in Congress

assembled, for the government of the
Territory North west of the river Ohio,

may continne to have full effect, it is

requisite that certain provisions should

he made, so as to adapt the same 1o the
resent. Constitution of the United
tates.”

Here in a complete recognition of the

power of Congress to legisiate for the
Territories, and to exclude slavery
therefrom ; for this act re-enscted and
re-established the provisions of that or-
dinance. In pursnauce of tho policy
marked out by the ordinance to which
I have referred, Congress, from time to
time, in the organization of territarial
governments, applied the same restric:
tion of glavery, by direct legislative
enactment; and so nnqnestioned was
the complete power of Congress over
the sulject, that in 1802, President
Jefferson approved the auabling act
aunthorizing the people of Ohioto form
a State government, which contained
a proviso that the Constitntion should
not be repugnunt to the ordinance of
1787. Mr. Madison approved a similar
act, in relation to Indiana in 1818, and
Mr. Monroe one relating to Illinois in
1818. Acts were passed during the
administration of every Demncratic
President. down to, and including
James K. Polk, when the Territory of
Oregon was organized, with the same
prohibition, that there shonlid be *neith-
er slavery nor involuntary servitnde in
said Territory, otherwise than in the
panishment of erime, whereof the par-
ty shall have been duly convicted.”
During all this period, Congress not
only exervired the power unguestioned,
of prohibiting the existence of slavery
in the Territories, and of requiring the
State Constitutions to eonform to the
provisions of the ordinanne, but it ex-
ercised the power of regulating slave-
ry in the Sonth-weetern Territories,
Under the provisions of the Consti-
tution Congress could not restrain the
foreign slave trade unil the year 1818,
and that infamous traffic was regarded
aa legitimate commerce.  And yet, in
1704, Congress diseriminated againet
this species of property, and prohibit.
oil the earrying of slavesto any foreign
conntry, and ntterly sondemned slaves
and slavery as an arficle of Commeree.
In 1708, ten vears hefore Congress had
authority to prohibit theimportation of
Afvioan slaves into the States; in the
act for the Government of the Missis.
sippi Territory, the seventeenth section
makes it unlawful to bring slaves into
the Mississippi Territory from any place
withont the United States; imposes a
fine of $300 for every slave thus brought
into the Territory in violution of the
net, and gives to every slave thus
brought in, hiz or her freedom. The
dAoctrine of “non-intervention” had not
heen invented at that time, and the
Cungress of that day was not hindered
by constitntional seraples from exer-
¢ising the sovereign power of prohibit-
ing the African slave trade in the Terri-
tories ten years before they were an:
thorized to make the same probibition
in the States.
In 1804, when the Lonisiana Territo.
ry was organized, similar provisions
was enacted prokibiting the introduc.
tion of slaves into the Territory from
any place withont the United States,
with an additional provision against
the introduction of any slaves from the
States, that had been imported since
1798, exercising unqnestioned, express
aunthority to prohibit and regulate
slavery, and all other matters, in the
Territories, These acts were approvedd
by Jefferson—aunthority  which the
Demogratic party has never had the
hardihood to dispnte, Congress after-
wards, in the year 1838, repealed and
nullified the territorial actz of Flarida,
incorporating certain banks and insur-
ance companies, and this act received
the sanction of General Jackson. Con-
gress also, in several instances, legisiat-
ed in relation to slavery in Florida.

In the vear 1800, a petition from
Mississippt  Territory was sent into
Congress praying for permission to
take slaves into the Territory. This
petition was introduced into the Honse
of Representativer. The House pazsed
a bill entitled, “An act to permit, in
certain cases, the bringing of slaves
into the Mississippi Territory.”

This territory was at the Sonthern
extremity of the United States, and
altogether surronnded by an nld slave-
holding population. The bill passed
the House without a division. It was
sent to the Senate, where Thomas Jef.
ferson presided, by being Viee-Presi-
dent, where it was rejected by a vote
of 14 to 5.

From this statement it will be geen,
Mr. President, that for a long period
in the history of the Government, and
of the Democratie party nnder its most
distinguished leaders, the power of the
Government over its Territories, in all
respects, was nnquestioned; and that
the wise and statesmanlike policy of
restricting and regulating slavery was
invariably pursned.

But “then arose a new king which
knew not Joseph.” The precepts and
examples of Jefferron were disearded.
An influence appeared in the Sonthern
States which sought to chunge the set-
tled poliey of the Government, and to
establish and perpetnate the institntion
of slavery. This inflaence T shall de-
nominate the slave power. Perhaps
its first attempt to control the Demo-
eratie party was in the nomination of
President in 1844, Having acquired
a large additional strength by the ad-
mission of the Statesr of Louisiana,
Missonri, Arkansas and Florida, from
territory acquired by treaty and par-
d"“‘?. this same power undertook, very
adroitly, to precipitate the question of
the annexation of Texas into the Pres-
idential eanvass of that year, and to
commit the Demucratic party to that
measure. Mr. Van Buren was a prom-

inent candidate for nomination at the
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Baltimore Convention of that year;
and it was known that during his
Presidency he had rejected proposals
for the annexation of Texas while Mex-
ico refused to acknowledge her inde-
pendence and hostiliies existed be-
tween those two Republics.  As a pre-
text for defeating his nomination, a
letter was therenpon addrersed to Mr.
Van Boren, inguiring whether he fa-
vored the present annexation of Tex-
as. He replied in manly and states-
manlike terms, that althongh he did
desire the annexation of Texas he
could never consent to the measure at
thé expense of involving ns in a war
with our sister Republie of Mexico, be-
tween whom and this Government
there existed a treaty of peace and
friendship. The publication of thix
letter produced the desired effect ; and
amidst great excitement the nomina-
tion of Mr. Van Buren was defeated,
and James K. Polk became the candi-
date of the party. Thix wag an open
and signal trinmph of the slave pawer,
and resolutions were id in favor
of the immedintaannexation of Texas.

The discipline oftlie Demacratic par-
ty was at that. time rigid and exact,
but now and then a brave and honest
man, like my friend from New Hamp-
zhire, who sits near me, (Mr, IInle) re:
fused snbmission to its dictation, and
apenly apposed the anuexation of Tex-
as. There was danger of a gereral
outbrenk in the party, and something
must he done to allay their fears. At
this eonjunetnire, Mr. JM\IB&t-hanan,
then a Senator of the United States,
and then, and ever since, the willing
and sapple instrament of the slave

peeeiapon the

power, in A K 0 “the treaty of
annexation, which. was then pending’
in the Senate, deliberntely and plansi-

bly undertook to inge the Demoe-
racy of the free States that the annex-
ation of Texas, =o far from being the
means of perpetuating slavery, or of
strengthening its influence, wounld, un-
der Providence, be the meams of re-
lieving the Northern slave States of
that terrible incubus npon_their pros-
perity. I propose to read some ex-
tracts from that notable speech, which,
was delivered on the 4th of June, 1844,
Mr. Buchapan said:

“In arriving at the eonclusion to sup-
port this treaty, T had to encounter bat
one serious obstae le, and this was the
question of slavery. Whilst T ever
have maintained, and ever shall main-
tain, the constitutional rights of the
Southern States over their slave prop-
erty, I yet feel a strong repngnance,
by any act of mine, to extend the pres
ent limits of the Union over a new
slaveholding Territory,  After mature
veflection, however, I overcame these
seraples, and now believe the acquisi-
tion of Texas will be the means of lim-
iting, not enlarging, the dominion of
slavery. There is nothing rash in the
counsels of the Almighty. May not,
then, the acqnisition of Texas be the
means of gradually deawing the slaves
far to the South, to a ¢limate more ¢on-
genial to their nature ; and may they
not finally pass off inte Mexico, and
there mingle with arace where no pre-
jndice exists against their color? That
the acquisition of Texas wonld, ere
long, convert Maryland, Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Missouri, and probably others of
the more Northern slave-States into
free States, [ entertain not a doult,
From the very best information, it is
no longer profitable to raise wheat, rye
and corn by slave labor.  \Where these
articles are the only staple of agri-
enlture, in the pointed and expres-
sive langnage of Mr. Randoiph. ‘If
the slave does not run away from his
master, the master must ran away from
the siaves””

This was Mr. Bnchanan*sdeclaration,
Mr. Robert J. Walker, then a Senator
from Mississippi, in a pablic letter, ex-
tensively eircnlated at the North, sxid ;

“The question is asked, is slavery
never to disappear from the Union?
Thia is a starling and momentous gues-
tion, but the answer is easy, and the
proof is clear. Tt will certainly disap-
prar, if Texas is re-annexed (o the
Union

Mr. Presrident, it may seem harsh for
me to charge that these statements
were {raudulently made, with the in-
tent to impose upon and deceive the
Northern Demoeracy. Thatthousands
upon thonsands of them, myself amony
the nnmber, were misled and betrayed
hy assurances from such high authority,
into the sapport of the measures for
the annexation of Texas, there ean be
no doubt; and I shonld like to have
some one explain to me how they conld
have been trathfully and hosestly made
when the very treaty for the annexa-
tion of Texas, with all the correspon-
dence, wasx at that time betfore the Sen-
ate; and the oceasion of the speech of
Mr. Buchanan from which 1 have gno-
ted. The negotiation of the treaty
wag placed solely upon the ground that
Great Britain was abont to exert her
inflnence to procure the abolition of
slavery in Texas. All the schemes of
the slave power, in earrying slavesinto
Texes against the Mexiean law and en-
cournging the revolt against Mexico,
were aboul to be thwarted. Mr. Ba-
chanan and Mr, Walker and the Sen-
ate, knew very well that it was only
because slavery was endangered in
Texas that the treaty was concluded in
such hot haste.

I shall take the liberty of reading
such extraets from the corréspondence
as will prove the trath of my asser-
tions, ]

Mr. Murphy was the charge from
thix Government to Texas; and, in a
letter addressed to him by Mr. Upshar
Secretary of State, dated Washington,
August 8, 1843, he said: .

“Sin:—A private letter from a eiti-

zen of Maryland, then in London, con-
tains the ﬁaﬁn'il'lg' passage:

“I learn from a donrce entitled to the

fullest confidence, that there is now
hera a Mr. Andrews, deputed by the
abalitionists ef’ Texas to negotiate with
the British Government; that he had
seen Lord Aberdeen, and sabmitted
his project for the abolition of slavery
in Texas; which is, that there shall be
organized, a company in England, who
shall advanee a sum _sufficient to pay
for the slaves now in Texas, and re-
ceive in payment Texas landy; that
the sum thus advanced shall he paid
over as an indemnity for the abolition
of slavery ; and T am authorized by the
Texas minister to say to yon, that Lord
Aberdeen has agreed that the British
Government will gnaranty the payment
of the intepest on this loan, upon con-
dition that the Texas Government will
abolish slavery.
N “The writer professes to feel entire
aonfidence i;nhtha accuracy of the in-
formation. is a man of great intel-
lizenee, aud well versed in public af-
fairs, Hence I have every reason to
confide in the corgectness of his con-
clusions,

“A movement of this sort cannot be
contemplated by us in silence. Sach
an attempt upon any neighboring
country wonld necessarily be viewed
by this Government with very deep
concern ; but when it is made apon a
nation whose territories join the slave-
holding States of onr Union, it awak-
eng a #till more solemn interest. It
eannat be permitted to sneceed without
the most strennons efforte on our part
Lo arrest a calamity so serious to every
part of our country.

“Bnt there iz another view of this
subject still more important to us, and
searcely less important to Texas her-
self. The establishment, in the very
misdst of the slaveholding States, of an
independent Government, forbidding
the existence of slavery, and by a peo-
ple born for the part among us, reared
up in onr habita, and speaking our lan-
auage, could net fail to produce the
most wihappy effects upon both par-
tien. If Texas were in that condition,
her territory  would afford a ready ref
nge for the fagitive slaves of Louixnnn
and  Arkansas, and would hold out to
them an eneouragment Lo run away,

which no mmunicipal reculations of
thore States could possibly counter-
act.”

In another dispatch, dated January
16th, 1845, lie savs:

“ But this isnot all. If Texas should
refuse to come into anr Uniun, meas-
ureg will instantly be taken to 6l her
territory with emigrants from Enrope.
Extensive arrangements for this are
aiready made, and they will be carried
into effect as soon as the decision of
Texas shall be known, T ese emi
grants will bring with them European
feclings and European opinions.  Emi-
gration from the United Siates will
cense; at all events, the people of the
Soathern States will not run the hazard
of subjecting their slave property to
the eontrol of a popnlation who are
anxious to abolish slavery. Texas will
sonn cease to be an American State.
ller popmlation, her polities, and her
manners, will stamp her as European,
Thiz faet aline will destroy the sym-
pathy which now exists between that
cvonntry and thia,

“But the first measure of the new
emigrants as soon as they shall have
sufficient strength, will be to destroy
that great domestic institution npon
which so much of the prosperity of onr
Southern conntry depends. To this
England will stimulate them,.and she
will also furnish the means of accom-
plishing it. I have commented apon
this topie in the dispateh to Mr. Everett.
I will only add, that if Texas shonld
not be attached to the United States,
she eannot maintain that institation ten
vears, and probably not half that time.”

The treaty was concluded; and I
have bnt one extract more to read,
which is the reason assigned to the
Mexiean Government, by Mr. Calhoun,
who had succeeded as Secretary of
State, for the action of thix Govern-
ment. It is dated April 19, 1844

“In making the fact known to the
Mexican Government, the President
enjoins it to yon to give it, in the first
place, the strongest assurance that, in
adopting this measure, our Government
it nctuated by no feelings of disrespect
or indifference to the honor or dignity
of Mexico, and that it wonld be a snl
jeot of great regretif it should be oth-
erwise regarded by its Government.
And in the next place, that the step
was foreed on the Government of the
United States, in self-defense, in conge-
gnence of the policy adopted by Great
Britain in reference to the abolition of
Slavery in Texas, It was impossible
for the United States to withess with
indifference the efforts of Great Britin
to abolish slavery there. They eould
not but see that she had the means in
her power, in the aetnal condition of
Texas, to accomplish the ohject of her
policy, unless prevented by the most
efficient measures ; and that, if’ accom-
plished, it would lead to a state of
things dangerons in the extreme to the
adjncent States, aml the Union itself.
Seving this, this Government has been
compelled, by the necessity of the
ease, and a regard to its constitntional
obligations, to take the step it has, as
the only certain and effectnal meéans of
preventing it. Jt has taken it in full
view of all possible conseqnences, but
not without a desire and hope that a
full and fair disclosnre of the cause
which indnced it to do so wounld pre-
vent the disturbance of the harmony
subsisting between the two countries,
whieh the United States is anxious to

preserve.”

co had taken the precaution to assure
our Government would be the conse-
quence of the annexation, followed ini-
mediately ; and an appeal was made
to the patriotism of the northern De-
moeracy to stand by the of the
country. This call {ru pr?nf ly‘rl:r
sponded to; but the outraged B'.m
racy of the North, now fully conscions

to extend the Ulighting tution
across the cortinent to the shores of
the Pacifie, with almost entire ananimi-
t{ determined to plant themselves on
the platform of Jefferson, and in the
first appropriation which was made by
the popular branch of the Government,
they appended to it the Wilmot provi.
*0; which required that in all the ter.
ritory to be acquired, as the result of
lhal‘ufur, slavery shonld be forever
prohibited, except for the punishment
of urime,

Mr. President—Of the noble stand
taken by the people and the Democra-
cy of the North in that erisis, I desire
to make a record. They were true to
the instinots of freedom, and they
spoke out heartily everywhere in fa-
vor of the precepts and the examples
of Jefferson, and against the spread of
luman bondage. At that time the
Democratic party was in the ascen-
dant in nearly all of the free States,
and the very name produced a talis:
manie effect, beeanse it was believed to
be in the sympathy with the laboring
masses. I begin with the State of
Michigan, at that time one of the
strongest and ruost reliable Domoeratie
States in the Union. In 1847 her Leg-
islature resolved :

*“That in the acquisition of any new
territory, whether by purchase, con-
quest or otherwise, we deem it the dut
of the General Governnient to exte
over the sime the ordinance of 1787
with all its rights and Bri vileges, condi-
tions and immunities.

In 1849 the following resolutions, of-
fered Hon. E. H. Thompson, were

adopted :

w by the Senate and Housz o resenta-
tives af ¢ te of Michigan 'l‘h-{r wf?eonsider
the result of the war with Mexico in the ac-
quinlliun of the Territories of New Mexico and
Califurnia as un endu monoment to the bonor
of our gallant army, regulars and rol offi.
cers nnd soldiers ; and that we rejoice in the

of extending over that country the beneficient
ws and institutions of a free people.”

Resolved, That we are in favor of the funda-

les of the ordi of 1767 ; and

vent statesmen and jurists, that slavery is s mere
local institution, which cannot exist without posi-
tive laws authonzing its existence, vet we belie
thnt Congress has the power, and that it is their du-
tv, o prohibit by le ive ensciment the intro-
duction or existonce of slavery within any of the
Territories of the United States, now or liervafter
to be acquired.

* Resoived, That our Senators in Congress be in-
structed, and our Representatives requested, to
use all hooorable means to sccomplish the ol'ﬁ:l
expressed in the foreguin resolutions ; and that
the Governor of this State be requested 1o forward
copiea of these resolativns to our Sensturs aod
Represontatives in Congress.”™

In the same year the Demoeratic
State Convention, which nominated a
Governor and State officers, passed un-
animonxly the following :

 Besoleed. That we are opposed to the exten.
sion of slavery into the Territories of uew Mexico
and Californin, believiog them to be now free in
in the virtne of the laws of Mexico, und that its
establishment in either of those Territories ought
to be preverted."”

New Hampshire, then largely Demo-
eratie, resolved :

“That in all territory which shall heresfier be
added to, or aequired by, the United States, where
sluvery does not exist at the time of such sddition
or sequirewept, neither slavesy or iovolumtary
sorvitude, except for the sunilhmut of erime,
whereof the party has been duly convicted, onghe
ever to exist, but the Same ghould ever remain
froe : and we are to the extension of slave

prove the vote of cur Heuntors and Representa-
tives in Congress in favor of the Wilmot provise.”

In 1848 the Legislature of that State,
which had an overwhelming Democrat-
ic majority, resolved as follows;

“That we are in favor of the passage
of a law, by Congress forever prohib.
itingslavery in New Mexico, California,
and in all other Territories now ae-
(‘uired or hereafter to be lcqu’ired, by
the United States, in which slavery
doea not exist at the time of such ac-
quisition.”

And in 1849, the New Hampshire
Leuislatare, still ul“ﬂﬂfly Demuoeratie,
unanimonsly adopted the following res-
olulions:

¥ Rasoloed by the Senate and House of
tatives in G'ﬂtrﬁ Court L"ﬂm'::. That, o o
to fo oppress people
Hll:l;ﬂl‘l hr::e cver viw:lﬂ‘ with decp reﬁl the
existenoe of slavery in this Union; thut while they
have stendfastly supported all sections in their
capstitutional rights, they have not only lamented
its existence as # grest social evil but regard it as
fraught with danger to the pesce and wellafe
the nation,

* Resolwed, Thoat while we i
the sluveholding as well as the free portions of the
Union—while we will not willingly
wrong be done to any member u!'lhe;larl::
Cunfederney to which we belung, we are firmly
unalterably ’ 1o the extension of slavery
over any portion of Ameérieas soil now free.

**Resolred, Thut, in our opinion,
the coustitutional power o abolish the
and alavery in the District of Columbia; i
our Senators be instructed, nod our Bepresenta-
tives re requested, to take all constitulional meas-
ures to sccomplish u.ieu objects.””

The Democratic State Committes of
New Iampshire, in Ouvtober 1847,
paseed the following resolution ;

4 Resolved, Thot we declare it our solemn eon-
viction, us the Demooratic party have herstojore
dope, thet peither slavery i.:r involuntary servi-
R eirod by o7 Beveted to the Uited

il

5

;

may or :
3 . otes of
e AT e e s
In the year 1847 resolutions were
assed by the _ |
sland : i

the par _of
slaveholding States, &e.

Mr. President, the war which Mexic

of ulterior designs of the slave power |

:ll.l:uugllv‘H'a respect the opinions of many emi- | i

In the year 1847, the Legislatare of |!

ry over any such territory ; and that we also up- |

Rspresen- | nance of Congress of 1787, : far

of Rhode |

. “Amainst the m-bn- ion of Territory,
by congnest or wise, beyond lht' belon;

ment ::’cﬁmo,:‘:&ll l'n':ﬂﬂ?.‘ ‘excles
ded from the territory to be ann exed.”
By the Legislature of Pennaylvsnis’

“Against any ?Iﬂ!ﬂ whatever, by
which territory will acorne to lheUli‘b-.‘_':'
unless as a part of the fundamental law,
r'gon which any compact and treaty fo
0 opos 2 e Sasr )

un rvitode; except iikie
shall be forever exe .i?‘ i

By the Legisl; of Ohio: -

“For the
bod‘y, [Co
exclusion of slavery from
af Oregon, audﬂo from any other
Territory that now is, or hereafter r may
be, aunexed to the E’niud States™

By the Legislature of Vermont:

“Against the admission into the
Federal Union of any new State whoss
constitution tolerates slavery.” !

By the Legislature of Connecticut !

“ That if any lernt:la?' shall hereafter
be acquired by the United States, or
annexed thereto, the act by which such
territory is aequired or annexed, what-
ever such act may be, should contain
an unalterable fundamental article of
provision, whereby slavery or involun-

servitude, except as a puni

It'm.:'r i shall ba f w
or orime, orever

from theterritory acquired or :
And in mo the mz_owi : e
tofore, through their s

and
8

to aeck, in a peaceabl

-bnlid:mn.l of the ll‘l'v trade and of d

the District of Columbia; and whereas the

tant question now befors the coumtry
matiers

to
sary delny, such strict
ectually shut out elavery

e
(2]

these Territories.'. a4

By the Legislature in Massachusetts,
in 1849:

“ Resolved, That bas fall 1
lats g fhie nbjﬁ«c“ﬁf"wsnm
of the Union; that it has ireely exercised such
mmmm«memuupm
time; and that it is its duty to exercise the power
for the perpetaal exclusion of the institution from

those Territories that are and for the extinction
of the same in Territories it exists. ]

establish thereia a
o P o« g o g -l g
L
; be o e

:2;«-&«?0{ chaitos kand n{uhinty.'!
- At a State Convention of the Demeo-
eratio ¥y in Massachus com:
of more tham mix mem-
in 1849, the following resoluti
introduced by Hon. B. F. %lallm, then

* Raolved, That, by common law and common
Mulﬂ!ﬂ%bﬂ-ﬂ_dﬁp. re
Court of the U States, (in vs. Pennsy
vanis, 18 Poters,) “the stute of i @ mere
manicipal limited to
¥

s of any State suthorizing alavery,
Et bra lc_a.ul u?&'iuﬁ:&am. mm

ngress. . :

This, sir, is prett Republiean
doctrine, coming frgm Democratic
authority.

“That the provisions of the ordis

a8

relates to sla: :
e :o'..,_m:-gfs
I

acquired from Mexico, by treaty
otherwise,™ -
In 1849, INlinois resolved:
“ That our Senators in s be
instructed, and our re-

, to use all honorable meavs in
their own power to pmﬂ"ﬁm
mmoquhimby(krﬁfﬁ‘
government of the countries and terrl:
tories of the United States; scquired

ibt:,“::dm mjmm

of Mexico, concluded ¥ 'y 2. A

>

!‘oltury

D. 1848 asshall contain the
declaration, that there shall be

By the Legislatare of New York:

th by whiic
nexed ;Mo,ﬂnl;lw :

L

% That if any T is hereafler | ritories " exe
scquired by the Um - )
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